


We have a team of 

SUPERHEROES, 
architecturally-speaking.



Our people climb mountains (even if they’re mountains 

of paperwork), run marathons (every project is about 

going the distance), and see beyond the surface of a 

challenge with x-ray-like vision to achieve our mission 

of creating a built environment that inspires and uplifts. 

This is a staff that transforms each client’s vision 
into powerful reality. 

We are proud to recognize our latest promotions for 

the outstanding results they’ve achieved.



SUPERPOWER

PANOPTIC VISIONARY
David Shaffer > Associate Principal
ARCHITECT

Once you’ve found your dream concept, how do you ensure that vision is incorporated into every 
detail of your project? As important as the process to arrive at this solution was, you don’t want 
to see it evaporate under the weight of codes, standards, permitting, and coordination. Never 
fear—David has navigated this labyrinth many times, and his ability to translate a big idea into all of 
its microscopic components means your design will shine through, at all levels.



SUPERPOWER

KINETIC ABSORPTION
Leticia Ochoa > Associate Principal
ARCHITECT

Comprehensive project management is what Leticia is known for, and it is what keeps her projects 
moving full speed ahead. By absorbing the energy of the entire project team, design decisions 
are made and milestones are met at seemingly warp-speed, even on the tightest schedules. She 
harnesses her clients’ enthusiasm to create power-boosts of inspiration, propelling her projects to 
infinity… and beyond.



SUPERPOWER

AC/DC RESILIENCE
Jack Schneider > Associate Principal
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

Projects change. New information is uncovered, budgets shrink, or advances in technology re-imagine 
what you need. At a time like this, Jack has your back. He works with you as parameters flex and 
change, or entirely switch direction. Known to his clients as Super Jack, he knows how to protect parts 
of your program that can’t afford to shift, and how to ground your project while it’s a moving target. 
And no matter what, he will make sure the lights turn on when you need them to – he’s got the power!    



SUPERPOWER

BOUNDARY NAVIGATION
Brian Love > Associate Principal
ARCHITECT

The answers are out there. As a skilled knowledge-hunter and boundary explorer, Brian journeys 
beyond the edge for answers to the questions holding your project back. He works with his clients 
to discover new avenues through their most impenetrable challenges, and backs his shared 
knowledge up with research. When he’s not mapping out the plan for his next project, you can find 
him knitting. Or running a 200-mile relay race. Or working on his farm.



SUPERPOWER

SELF-DUPLICATION
Esmeralda Ward > Senior Associate
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

Programming. Design. Permit submittal. Consultant coordination. Sustainability initiatives. On 
large fast-track projects, it feels like you need an army to get everything accomplished on time. Or, 
you need Esmeralda. Some claim her ability to fill multiple roles simultaneously defies the laws of 
physics, but she’ll tell you it’s her passion to go above and beyond for her clients. If you’ve got a 
complex project with an ambitious schedule, you can find her there. Or there. Or even over there.



SUPERPOWER

DYNAMIC THOROUGHNESS
Angela Bishop > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

Often referred to as a “secret weapon,” Angela combines design creativity with super-diligent 
attention to detail on each of her projects. Not only do her clients get an awesome building that 
responds to their needs, but one that has been thoughtfully designed so it’s easy to use and 
maintain. And her emphasis on consistent client communication and whole-team collaboration 
means that everyone will be on the same page, every step of the way. Word on the street, there’s a 
new nickname for Angela… WMD: Weapon of Meticulous Design.



SUPERPOWER

OMNISYNTHESIS 
Chad Schmidt > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

Chad melds the forces of causality manipulation and precognition, allowing him to combine myriad 
ideas and objects into a complex whole. He understands the bits and pieces of project design, 
and how they effect and complement each other to deliver a cohesive vision. Translation: Elegant 
architectural solutions that really are more than meets the eye.



SUPERPOWER

WIRELESS TRANSMISSION
Brad Brewer > Senior Associate
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

A radio DJ-turned-architect, Brad appreciates all methods of communication both on and off the 
airwaves. Even when coordinating with large user groups, Brad’s fine-tuned listening skills allow him 
to connect with each member on an individual level. His clients appreciate his ability to uncover 
what they really want, and broadcast their needs to team members across all channels. The result? 
Award-winning projects that consistently top the charts.



SUPERPOWER

SUPERHUMAN COMMUNICATION
Jill Kurtz > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

You always know what’s going on when Jill is on the job. No question remains unasked, no potential 
issue unforeseen, and with her in-depth knowledge of Lean design principles, no opportunity to 
increase efficiency is overlooked. Whether by phone, email, conference, or friendly chat, Jill wields 
her communication skills with ninja-like precision as she continues to take the world of project 
management by storm.  



SUPERPOWER

GRAVITATIONAL ANOMALIES
Janica Ley Baker > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

Multiple balls in the air? That’s when a little less gravity helps. Janica can balance your multiple 
upcoming deadlines, the next stakeholder meeting, and climbing the mountain of project 
paperwork while also creating space and time to sketch those design ideas you need. She’s 
adaptable to a multitude of project requirements and environmental shifts, and surrounds herself 
with amazing architectural thinkers. Powers x 10. Plus she makes cookies.



SUPERPOWER

LASER-SHARP FOCUS
Cheryl Jacobs > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

Ever felt like your project solution is just beyond a hurdle that you can’t seem to overcome? This 
sounds like a job for Cheryl, whose superb technical skills and passion for detail can slice through 
even the largest project obstacles. With a diverse portfolio of design and project management 
experience and a commitment to seamless client and consultant collaboration, Cheryl cuts through 
barriers with pinpoint accuracy to guide your project to successful completion.



SUPERPOWER

LOW-VOLTAGE SHOCK
Jon St. Pierre > Senior Associate
ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

Master of audio, video, and fire alarm systems design, Jon sometimes goes by his pseudonym, Mega 
Hertz. He designs the sines. He picks the pixels. His excellent technical ability and easy-to-work-with 
attitude are uninterrupted currents on each of his projects. And when his day job is done, he 
transforms into a mild-mannered rock guitarist.



SUPERPOWER

CONCEPTUAL 
TRANSMUTATION
Saif Vagh > Senior Associate
ARCHITECT

With great ideas, comes great responsibility… 
to turn them into reality. Even when a project 
goal seems just out of reach, Saif’s enthusiasm 
and passion for outside-the-box thinking 
swings in to the rescue. His ability to share 
his ideas through sketching, modeling, and 
rendering guarantees you will have a clear 
understanding of the design direction, and will 
be able to actively contribute to its evolution. 
When his design-senses start tingling, you can 
bet that Saif will discover especially innovative 
solutions for your project challenges. 



SUPERPOWER

ULTRA-
EQUANIMITY 
Heidi Deaver > Associate
ARCHITECT

Your project is guaranteed to make it through 
even the choppiest waters with Heidi at the 
helm. Her organized management approach 
combined with an ability to stay calm in the 
face of a challenge means her projects stay 
on course, despite stormy conditions. Heidi 
navigates stakeholder engagement with ease, 
getting everyone on-board without rocking the 
boat. With her strong communication skills 
and attention to detail, looks like it’s nothing 
but smooth sailing ahead. 



SUPERPOWER

HYPER-VISION
Jeff Hyslop > Associate
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

Jeff brings a wide spectrum of perspective to your project, combining past experience with forward-
thinking ambition to translate design vision into reality. He strives to maintain clarity from project 
inception through construction, and is expert at creating visual representations to communicate 
with stakeholders. Jeff sees the larger picture, and makes the details come together to support it 
without ever taking his eye off the horizon. It is this 20/20 design vision that his clients can trust. 
They can also trust that he will probably be wearing plaid. 



SUPERPOWER

MYTHICAL FANTASTIC
Jenni Lachner > Associate
REGIONAL MARKETING AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

Three deadlines, a potential client meeting over lunch, and the next blogpost by end of day? Like any 
mythical fantastic, you have to experience the super-powered business development and marketing 
skills of Jenni to believe they’re real. With one eye on the needs of our clients, one on the architectural 
team she’s supporting, and her magical third tracking the future course of our industry, Jenni can 
expertly juggle all of this, while weaving captivating messages focused on what our clients need to know.



SUPERPOWER

MENTAL ELASTICITY
Teresa Alvarado > Associate
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

One-size-fits-all: great for socks, not so great for building designs. Our clients come to us looking 
for solutions to their distinct program requirements and unique project goals. Teresa’s mental 
flexibility allows her to augment her approach to each of her projects’ needs, responding to new 
situations in innovative ways. Teresa’s clients rely on her ability to adapt her perspective and stretch 
her creativity to find solutions that fit just right.    



SUPERPOWER

SPACE MANIPULATION
Aileen Link > Associate
INTERIOR DESIGNER

You’ll spend a lot of time in your new building. How well you use it will depend on what you put 
in there. That’s where Aileen comes in, applying her gift of extraordinary space planning to create 
user-centric environments for her clients. With a deep understanding of the psychology of design 
and relentless attention to detail, Aileen’s designs not only stand the test of time, but evoke a sense 
of emotional well-being and comfort. So come on in. Pull up a chair. Stay a while. 



SUPERPOWER

FUTURE-
TELLER
Lauren Scranton > 
Associate
KNOWLEDGE AND 
INNOVATION LEADER

Progressive design projects benefit from 
someone who can see through the foggy 
layers of uncertainty to pinpoint where the 
future will take you. With a comprehensive 
background in educational protocol, best 
practices, and innovative thinking, Lauren 
reads the signs to find a clear path to the 
future for her clients. She can help your 
project group understand the human 
implications of design decisions, and 
better, how to navigate them safely to 
arrive at future-oriented approaches suited 
to your individual destinies.  Just like a 
Magic 8 Ball, but way better.



SUPERPOWER

CLIENT 
TELEPATHY
John Kim > Associate
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

John is more than just a great 
communicator. His uncanny ability to 
get to the root of his clients’ needs, 
desires, and concerns makes it seem 
like he can read their minds. As a result, 
the solutions John brings to each of 
his projects are a direct reflection of 
the mission and vision of the building’s 
occupants, wrapped up in a smart design 
that meets all program requirements. 
Don’t believe us? Go ahead. Pick a 
number between 1 and 10… 



SUPERPOWER

INTUITIVE COMPASS
Amy Jain > Associate
ARCHITECT

To design the environment best suited to your program and users, you need a leader who gets you. 
Someone who can deeply understand your needs and goals, sense your pain points, and deliver 
inspirational solutions. Amy’s natural ability to relate to and empathize with our clients allows her to 
skillfully and intuitively guide projects along the pathway to success. And when she’s not designing 
projects, her compass is kept busy guiding her family’s travels and outdoor adventures. 



SUPERPOWER

CAD CLAIRVOYANCE
Mark Chouinard > Associate
ARCHITECTURAL TECHNICIAN

Mark is all-seeing and all-knowing in the digital realm. Clients and team members alike are amazed 
at the astonishing speed and jaw-dropping efficiency with which he implements designs into three-
dimensional models. Mark is a vicar of vectors; a dean of drawings; tirelessly applying his technical 
experience and keen intuition to all of his projects. And he doesn’t even need a crystal ball.



NAC applauds this most recent group of 
promotions for their talent, leadership, and 
accomplishments. 

And while they may not actually be able to leap tall 

buildings in a single bound, their dedication and 

commitment to collaboration and client satisfaction 

consistently goes above and beyond. 

We are thrilled to call them a part of our team of 

175 professionals designing places and spaces 

that advance learning, enhance healing, and enrich 

communities.





Seattle / Spokane / Los Angeles

nacarchitecture.com


